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Jobs and Allowance
 
Kids and their need or desire for money seem to go hand in hand these days.  How they get it is sometimes controversial.  Some parents simply hand it over with no strings attached.  Others make their offspring work for it.  Still others assign appropriate jobs for their kids with the understanding that there will be no remuneration as such; yet, the youngsters will receive some kind of weekly or monthly allowance.  Other parents may specify where portions of the allowance must be spent e.g. a portion needs to be saved, or certain items such as candy are to be paid for by the money received by the child.
However, you as a family handle the issue of allowance and/or jobs around the house, there is incredibly importance, socially and psychologically, attached to the concept of chores/jobs and money.  Children, even at a young age, need to be a vital part of a “working” household.  Having a specific job or chore builds self-esteem, personal competence, purpose, and a sense of pride in a job well done.  The idea of follow through and understanding/accepting directions is so very crucial in all aspects of a child’s development.  It applies to getting the job and/or chore accomplished as well.  If it is agreed upon that Alex will take out the garbage, you may need to remind him that that is his job in this household.  And as a matter of fact, the rest of the family is counting on Alex fulfilling his agreement.  Your follow through helping him remember his follow through is vital.  Try not to get into arguments when Alex is reluctant. Repeating the  agreement should get him back on track, especially if your reminder is clear and to the point.
The independence of money is very important.  It fosters age appropriated separation and individuation for the child within the family structure.  Some children are natural entrepreneurs and are able to begin making their fortunes at a tender age.  Others need encouragement.  Jobs around the house are a wonderful beginning.  By 6 or 7, if you feel that your child is ready ( either by expressing an interest or by your assessment of his/her social and emotional ability ) to find “employment” outside of the home in addition to “employment” within, by all means encourage it!  Lemonade stands, dog walkers, flower waterers and cat feeders for vacationing neighbors are a great start. Foster your child’s creative spirit.  It will do wonders for self-esteem and perhaps your billfold!
Reward your child verbally as well – not just financially.  Let him/her know how proud you are of his/her accomplishments and familial involvement.  You might even decide to “honor” your child or children’s help by doing something special as a family.  After all, when everyone pitches in, things get done much more quickly and deserve some recognition.  Alex will not only have money in his pocket, but a smile upon his face.

