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It Takes a Village, Special Education PTA

Member Meeting/Speaker Event Minutes
September 18, 2008

A.
CALL TO ORDER

It Takes a Village, Special Education PTA, Mill Valley, had its regular member meeting and speaker event at 6:30 p.m. on September 18, 2008 at the Mill Valley School District library, 411 Sycamore Ave., Mill Valley.  The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:30 p.m.

B.
ATTENDANCE 

Approximately ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​22 people attended.  See attached attendance list.  
C.
VOTE ON PROPOSED BUDGET 


Andrea Brandeis presented the Budget for the Fiscal year ending June 30, 2008 (see attached).
Motion:  Approve the budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008.   Motion made by Lee Larson.  Carried.
D. SPEAKER PRESENTATION – DAVID FINK: “PROJECT EYE TO EYE: LEARNING OUTSIDE THE LINES.” 
David Flink is the Executive Director of Project Eye-To-Eye, which is a nationally known mentoring program.  In Project Eye-To-Eye, using art as a medium, college and high school students with LD/ADHD act as tutors, role models and mentors for elementary, middle and high school students with similar learning differences.  The younger students learn to understand and articulate their individual assets and needs and become empowered to find success.

 

Like many students who are eventually diagnosed with dyslexia, Mr. Flink struggled through much of his pre-college education.  Yet he earned a double degree in Education and Psychology from Brown University.  In addition to co-founding Project Eye-To-Eye, Mr. Flink has served as a Disability Admissions Liaison and as an Admissions Officer for Brown University, and he lectures at numerous colleges, universities and national conferences.  

A summary of Mr. Fink’s presentation is presented below:

Mr. Fink, a self-proclaimed “paradox,” has struggled throughout his life with dyslexia, reading difficulties and low attention.  He has beaten the odds by graduating from Brown University and eventually founded Project Eye to Eye.  The statistics for children with his similar circumstances to graduate from college is very low; approximately 1.8% graduate from a four year institution.  Twenty to forty percent of people on welfare are said to have a learning disability.  A large number of people in our prisons were found to have learning disabilities.  He wants to change these statistics.  

Learning disabilities are real. There was a study done at Yale University that proved that learning disabilities are real.  The study involved looking at people’s brains when they were reading then tracking the blood flow indicating where their brains were active.  It showed that 90% of these people showed similar blood flow patterns while reading but 10% of these people showed less blood flow in two areas of the brain responsible for language processing.  Additionally, a study at NYU revealed that people with ADHD have a deficit in the frontal lobe which affects attention.  

As a society, we put systems into place which determine how we approach someone with a learning disability. For example, if a society builds a building with only stairs, and a wheelchair user cannot get into the building, is it his/her fault? No, the wheelchair user didn’t make the decision to build stairs instead of a ramp – someone else did.  In turn, the design of our educational system is the problem – not the students.  Our kids with learning disabilities are not the problem although we are quick to blame them.  
How do you change the system?  Let us approach education in a way that does not blame the person, but the system itself.  We need to revamp the way we talk to our kids about their learning differences.  We need to provide accommodations for children with learning disabilities to give them the tools to become a success.  Accommodations are important but if they are not based on the individual needs of the student, they won’t help. We need to help children realize they need accommodations and help them find the right accommodations. We also need to help children advocate for themselves.  

Mr. Fink has personal experience with how the educational system can be misdirected in its approach to students with learning differences.  In the third grade, Mr. Fink was a student who could not read and often avoided reading in class by “running to the bathroom” or creating a distraction with “bad” behavior.  He found it easier to get into trouble than face the embarrassment of reading in front of the class.  His teacher – although well-intended, had no idea how to teach Mr. Fink to read.  She put him in a reading group of one outside the classroom to practice reading by himself.  That is where he met his very first mentor – the janitor.  The janitor befriended him and taught him the game of chess (where Mr. Fink often won).   It was the only time Mr. Fink felt good about himself at school.  This janitor saved his life. 

In the fifth grade he was eventually diagnosed with ADHD and dyslexia. This label didn’t change his life overnight but the diagnosis became knowledge as to how he learned.  He attended a school for kids with learning disabilities and found a method that matched how his mind worked. Even when he continued into college, he met learning challenges that made him realize he had to be an advocate for himself and to find his own accommodations.   
These experiences are what eventually led Mr. Fink to help co-found Project Eye to Eye.  Project Eye-To-Eye’s fundamental mission is to give students hope by bringing a mentor into their lives. Self-esteem is the ultimate predictor of success in life.  He has found that children need communities to build self-esteem; they need a chance to feel normal by connecting with others around their similarities and find a community where they feel good about themselves.  The mentoring program uses art to help build self-esteem and promote expression. The mentors and students work together to become self-advocates for their needs as learners and also to help students understand how they learn.
There are 26 chapters.  They are limited by funding but are trying to spread as quickly as possible.  His partner and co-founder, Jonathan Mooney, has written a book:  Learning Outside the Lines. For more information on Project Eye to Eye visit the web site:  www.projecteyetoeye.org
E. 
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Jeanine Ferris

Secretary, It Takes a Village Special Education PTA
E:ITAVminutes09182008speakerDRAFT


