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It Takes a Village, Special Education PTA
Member Meeting/Speaker Event Minutes

October 2, 2008
A.
CALL TO ORDER
It Takes a Village, Special Education PTA, Mill Valley, had its regular member meeting and speaker event at 6:30 p.m. on October 2, 2008 at the Mill Valley School District Office, 411 Sycamore Ave., Mill Valley.  The meeting was called to order at 6:38 p.m.
B.
ATTENDANCE 

11 people attended.  See attached attendance list.  
C.
SPEAKER PRESENTATION – OVERVIEW OF DISTRICT SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Presented by Kerri Mills, Ed.D. – Assistant Superintendent

Erin Conklin – Special Education Teacher

Kate Foley – School Psychologist

Shannon O’Brien, Ph.D. – Psychologist

The Mill Valley School District provides a comprehensive program for students with learning differences.  Dr. Kerri Mills, Assistant Superintendent, along with the representative special education staff, presented an overview of available interventions, with an emphasis on special education programs and services.  

The following presents a summary of the presentation:

Elementary pyramid of intervention 

Pyramids of intervention are all of the types of intervention we have in the district:

· Utilization of best practices to support different learning needs

· Use data to help identify students with different academic challenges

· Consultation with intervention teachers

· Implement SST intervention

A student study team is formed to talk about strategies for intervention and whether or not a referral for special education is appropriate.  Student study teams are part of the general education function and may consist of the principal, general ed teacher(s), school psychologist, spec education teacher, and the school counselor. The middle school pyramid is very similar.  The middle school also has a multidisciplinary team that meets each week to talk about strategies for various students. 

Continuum of Services: (see handout for details)

Historical analysis of students with individualized education plans:

In the year 2008 we have had a boom in general education enrollment and we are struggling to find classes and resources. The percent of special education enrollment is 11% in 2008. 

*Special Ed team receives a referral for special ed services

Team has 15 days to review referral and determine if an assessment will be conducted,
1) if the referral is appropriate, parents will receive a “consent for assessment” packet

or 

2) if the referral is not appropriate, parents will receive notification of “refusal to assess” and the process ends.

Team has 60 days from the date consent is RECEIVED to complete assessments, prepare reports, and convene an IEP meeting to determine eligibility for special ed and related services. 

13 areas that are eligible: (see pink form for details)

How do we determine eligibility?
1) Does the student have a disability?

2) Does the disability adversely impact the educational performance? Meaning does the disability prevent the student from making adequate progress in the regular ed environment?
3) Are we certain the disability is not due to limited English proficiency, lack of instruction, temporary physical disabilities, social maladjustment, or environmental, economic or cultural factors?

Where are our students served? Right now there are 170 students in the elementary with IEPs, 62 students in middle school with IEPs, 27 pre-school students, and 16 MCOE students in 2008-2009.  Our district contracts with the county office for programs that are not available within our district for students with specialized needs. Approximately 20 districts pull together for specialized classes and programs. 

D. 
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Jeanine Ferris
Secretary, It Takes a Village Special Education PTA
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