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It Takes a Village, Special Education PTA
Member Meeting/Speaker Event Minutes

February 4, 2009
A.
CALL TO ORDER
It Takes a Village, Special Education PTA, Mill Valley, had its regular member meeting and speaker event at 6:30 p.m. on February 4, 2009 at the Mill Valley School District Office, 411 Sycamore Ave., Mill Valley.  The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:35 p.m.
B.
ATTENDANCE 

Eleven people signed the attendance list (approximately 40 people attended).
C. SPEAKER PRESENTATION – CHRISTOF BESSLER “MATH FOR THE OTHER 40%” 
Students’ diverse learning styles can be addressed through a multi-sensory, structured, comprehensive methodology.  Math can be entertaining, foster confidence, and effectively teach the required math concepts. 
Christof Bessler traveled the Math world in Germany, New York and California. He earned a Master’s degree in Education in Germany, a M.S. in Educational Technology while in New York, and completed a series of Making Math Real courses through the University of California at Berkeley.  Currently, Mr. Bessler is meeting requirements for a California Math credential.  Mr. Bessler’s private practice, Mathemagic, focuses on students with a wide variety of learning styles.

The following is a brief summary of his presentation:


Mr. Bessler has 5 years of private practice working with kids who have learning issues and kids who are struggling in learning math.  His approach works for everyone and the success rate for using this program is very high.  He learned about the Making Math Real program when he was at the University of California at Berkeley.  David Berg came up with the Making Math Real concept and it is a great approach to math. He has learned that sometimes when math is presented in this different style, it turns on the “switch” for some kids and it opens them up to learning math concepts.  
What is math? Some of us may have negative perceptions about math.
Our negative perceptions of math:

It’s right or wrong

It’s a lot of rote learning

It’s really boring and torturous.  

If it doesn’t hurt, it’s not math

It is a useless exercise.

What math really is:
Math is a series of strategies for problem solving.  It is a menu of Strategies. 
There is a right answer.  But there are a number of different ways to approach that right answer.  For example, what is 9x16=?  You can solve it with the following:  16x9 or 9x10 + 9x6, or 16+16+16+16+16+16+16+16+16 or 10x16 – 1x16.  There are a lot of ways to come up with the same answer.  It takes creative thinking to figure out math in different ways.

Math takes (deep) understanding:  If you don’t understand, it is really useless.   Learning the tables (rote learning) is the worst part of bad math.  If your child does not have an understanding of what is going on in math, they will forget what they have learned and they won’t see the fun part of math. 
Math does not need to be boring and tortuous.  You want to teach your kids that math can be very entertaining. Math is a puzzle or a mystery.  Tell your kids that math is a challenge and have them solve the mystery.   There are a lot of games that you can play with your child to make math fun (e.g., Blokus, Tipover and Gobble). 
Math is not a useless exercise.  Math is for lazy people!  This can be a fun way to present math to your kids. You can tell your kids, “If you want to be lazy, you have to know your math.”  Instead of adding all the numbers up, you can do multiplication instead!
The success of teaching children math is to create an anxiety-free environment in the classroom and at home.  Let children know that they should not be embarrassed about asking a question or not knowing an answer.  Help create a motivation to learn math which is fun.
D. 
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:50 p.m.
Jeanine Ferris
Secretary, It Takes a Village Special Education PTA
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