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It Takes a Village Special Education PTA
Member Meeting/Speaker Event Minutes

September 27, 2007
A.
CALL TO ORDER
It Takes a Village, Special Education PTA, of Mill Valley, California, had its regular member meeting and speaker event at 6:30 p.m. on September 27, 2007 at the Mill Valley School District, 411 Sycamore Ave., Mill Valley.  The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m.
B.
ATTENDANCE 

Twenty people attended.  See attached attendance list.
C.
SPEAKER PRESENTATION – DAN PHILLIPS (TECHNOLOGY RESOURCE CENTER 
OF MARIN)

Dan Phillips, M.S., CCC-SLP, from the Technology Resource Center of Marin, discussed how technology (both low tech and high tech) can be used to improve reading and writing skills.  He provided an overview of what is currently available and discussed appropriate adaptations to enable all students to be successful in their learning environments and communities. 

Mr. Phillips also provided information about the resources available at the Technology Resource Center of Marin, e.g. open labs, training sessions and a lending library of software, low tech devices and resource materials.  The Technology Center also assesses individual students to determine what products would be the most helpful to that student.  You can call for an appointment, 491-6494.  
Mr. Phillips demonstrated various reading tools including:  1) “Living Books” by Broderbund; 2) “Team Up with Timo” by Animated Speech Corporation; 3) “Start to Finish” by Don Johnson; 4) “WYNN” by Freedom Scientific Learning Systems Group.
Mr. Phillips also demonstrated the following writing tools, all by Don Johnson:  1) “Write: Out Loud”; 2) “Co: Writer”; and 3) “Draft: Builder.”

Mr. Phillips finally demonstrated non-computer tools such 1) reading pens; 2) portable writing tools such as “Neo” and “Dana” by Alpha Smart, both note taking keyboards; 3) highlighting tape; 4) Franklin dictionary; 5) special pen and pencil grips; and 6) digital recorders that allows a student to record answers and email them to teachers.
In the coming weeks, the Technology Center of Marin will present the following training seminars:

“Writing Skill Development”

Oct. 30th, 9:00-12:00 and 1:00-4:00

There are some simple strategies and tools that can help all students to be successful writers.  Whether it is the physical aspect of holding a pencil or the ability to spell and organize writing, there is a tool for everyone.  This workshop will address commonly used tools that assist in writing development for students who struggle.  These include:  low-tech tools such as modified paper and writing tools; voice output word processors; word prediction programs; organizational software programs; and features of commonly used programs in classrooms and homes.  Call 491-6494 to reserve a space.

“Beginning Reading Literacy”

Nov. 6th, 9:00-12:00 and 1:00-4:00

Many students face physical, visual, and cognitive challenges that make reading a challenge.    This workshop addresses tools that assist in beginning literacy development for students who struggle, including:  use of voice output devices to create “talking books”; using visual symbols to bring a book to life; adaptations to allow every child to have a “book experience”; software programs to create customized books; and resources for where to find literacy activities on your own.  Call 491-6494 to reserve a space.
“Text Accessibility”
Nov. 13th, 9:00-12:00 and 1:00-4:00

This 3-hour workshop will address commonly used tools and resources for acquiring adapted text.  These include: Use of Microsoft Word to adapt text, resources to get electronic text, scanning strategies, programs that serve as “text reading” programs, and strategies to make getting text an easier process.  
“Hands-On Open Lab”

Every Wednesday, 3:00-6:00
Visit the center to learn about assistive technology or augmentative communication tools.   Call 491-6494 to reserve a space.
Finally, Mr. Phillips noted that the Technology Center of Marin is funded by private donations, largely through the non-profit Dedication to Special Education. 
At the conclusion of Mr. Phillips’ formal presentation, Mr. Phillips took questions from the attending members.
Please visit the Technology Resource Center of Marin’s website for additional information at http://trc.marinschools.org.  
D.
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
Caron Stapleton on behalf of 

Jeanine Ferris
Secretary, It Takes a Village Special Education PTA
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