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Special Education PTA, Mill Valley District

Annual Report 2006-07

Mission

It Takes a Village is affiliated with the California and National PTAs. We became official members of these associations at our charter meeting on September 20, 2005. We primarily serve Mill Valley’s elementary and middle school communities. It Takes a Village recognizes the challenges of parenting and educating children with learning differences.  Our goals are to:

· Provide parent-to-parent support 

· Provide information and resources to help parents and the school community to understand, identify and teach students with learning differences.

· Assist parents and the school community with transitions

· Identify concerns of parents and the school and to collaborate on solutions.

Executive Board

The executive board organizes, plans and schedules member meetings (largely consisting of monthly educational meetings), parent coffees, and playgroups.  It also provides parent support and advocacy and acts as a liaison with the District.  Executive board meetings are held monthly at the District office.  The board’s officers are: 


President: 
Janet Miller


Executive VP:
Andrea Brandeis


VP:

Maureen Pardi


Secretary:
Caron Stapleton, Jeanine Ferris


Treasurer:
Pam Sowerby

School Representatives

Each school within the Mill Valley District has one or more school representatives. The school representatives attend the monthly executive board meetings with Assistant Superintendent Dr. Kerri Mills to exchange information, share concerns, and collaborate on solutions.  Our 2006-07 school representatives are:

Tam Valley:

Maureen Pardi, 
Jeanine Ferris


Strawberry:

Ross Buffington


Edna Maguire:

Wendy Homer


Park School:

Gillian Reilly


Old Mill:

Deborah Goldman


Mill Valley Middle:
Marianne Shine

Members

It Takes a Village has 70 families on its membership roster.  Member meetings consist largely of educational sessions held monthly at the District office from 6:30-8:00pm.  One meeting this year was held from 3:30-5:00pm at the Middle School to accommodate a speaker.

Educational Events
To accomplish our mission of providing information to parents and educators, It Takes a Village hosted the following speaker events:

· 9/7/06

Welcome Back, Overview of SEPTA, and Discussing Disability 



With Peers, Siblings, and Community Members (Dr. Virginia Bassi)
· 10/12/06
Reading Strategies (Pauline Nacamuli, Erin Conklin)

· 11/2/06

Executive Functioning (Barbara Easterlin)

· 1/18/07

Managing Homework (Diane Provo)

· 3/1/07

Sensory Integration/ Occupational Therapy (Colleen Cavin)
· 5/3/07

Transitions (Dr. Virginia Bassi)

Our tentative speaker schedule for 2007-08 is as follows:

· 9/27/07 
Technological resources (Dan Phillips)

· 10/18/07
Reading Strategies (Pauline Nacamuli, Erin Conklin, Sarah Stoelting)

· 11/ 1/07
Support for Families/Siblings (Dr. Virgina Bassi, Janet Miller/Sibshops)

· 1/17/08

Social Thinking (Stephanie Madrigal)

· 2/7/08

Executive Functioning:  Organizational Strategies for Academic Success 


(Karen Seekamp)

· 3/6/08

Social / Emotional Challenges (Dr.ClaudiaTrinklein-Engman) 

· 5/1/08

Kids are Great…. When You Know How They Work (Diane Provo)


Parent Coffees

It Takes a Village hosts coffees in parents’ homes four times throughout the school year. Parents with children with special needs face many challenges within the family structure. These coffees provide a forum to share information and to support one another.  This year, the coffees took place on 9/20/06, 11/15/06, 2/14/07, and 5/16/07. 

Playgroup

Some children with learning differences have a hard time making friends.  It Takes a Village sponsors an informal playgroup to provide a chance for kids to build relationships.  This year, the playgroup was scheduled to take place 9/5/06, 10/3/06, 11/6/06, 12/5/06, 1/9/06, 2/6/07, 3/6/07, 4/3/07, and 5/1/07.  Several of these dates cancelled due to weather/lack of participation.  Pam Sowerby is our playgroup contact. 

Communications

· Monthly flyers re meetings.  School representatives copy flyers and provide to resource teachers for distribution.  We also distribute flyers to all students the week prior to educational events.

· Site PTA and PTSA newsletters.  Caron Stapleton submits articles and information about upcoming meetings for distribution to each school’s PTA/PTSA monthly newsletters.

· Confidential e-mail.  We maintain a database of parents interested in attending meetings by putting out e-mail sign ups at each meeting and in our membership forms. This list is confidential, and no names are displayed in the communications.  We periodically publicize events by e-mail.

Social Skills Training

After garnering support from the District and the Mill Valley PTA Council, we sponsored training for the District’s special education staff on Michelle Garcia Winner’s highly acclaimed Social Thinking curriculum.  Parent training is planned for 2007-08.
Middle School Tour

It Takes a Village worked with the District to provide a tour of the Mill Valley Middle School just for parents of students with IEPs.

Holiday Party
We hold an annual holiday party for the District’s special education administrators, teachers, assistants, parents, and students.  This year, the party took place on December 20th at the Masonic Center in Mill Valley.

Assessment of Goals for 2006-07

· Continue to provide parent education, resource sharing and support to parents within the Mill Valley District.  This is ongoing goal. We added new speakers and many topics were of great benefit to all parents. Mill Valley Staff presented at two sessions.
· Have one meeting at each school site during the year. Not done as we decided to keep the meetings at the District office. We may assess this next school year.
· Address social issues of children with learning differences.  All day training was done on Staff Development day for the special education staff by Stephanie Madrigal on Social Thinking, which is a highly acclaimed program.  Additional training for parents and staff will be done in 2007-08.
· Reach parents of Mill Valley students with learning issues that have not yet been identified. We provide monthly notices to all parents about our educational topics. We did a big outreach to all parents in January to increase our membership.
· Attend fall Open Houses at all schools within Mill Valley District to provide overview of It Takes a Village. Not done but good goal for 2007-08
· Send out introductory letter from Dr Kerri Mills and President to all students who have an IEP prior to start of the school year.  Done. In 2007-08 we will include in back to school packages, as this will reach more parents.
· Website that connects with District’s special education website. This is under construction Website to be developed by September 2007.

· Research additional sources of funding/grants to sponsor high profile speakers.  Ongoing.
· Peer support group at Middle School.  We met with District to present. Requires additional follow-up. We are working with P2P, which is the high school parent group on available options and methods of implementation.
· Buddy Program at elementary schools. Dr. Kerri Mills started a peer-mentoring program where several students from special day class at Tam High come to Tam Valley elementary school and assist in classes. Dr. Mills hopes to expand this program to other elementary schools.
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